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Lexical 
Change
How has the Italian-American dialect 
changed since Menarini’s depiction in 
1947 and Haller’s research in 1981?
New Lexical 
Items
Are 21st-century Italian Americans 
using new lexical items? If so, what 
are they?
Language
Perceptions
How do language perceptions of 
Italian Americans today differ from 
earlier generations?
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Purpose of Study
The purpose of this study 
is to examine changes in 
the use of Italian-
American dialect and 
perceptions of language. 
Research Questions
Methodology
I conducted surveys and interviews with 
Italian Americans in the Dayton area. 
The survey was an Italian-American 
word list created in 1947; I checked for 
usage and recognition of Italian-
American dialect words. During the 
interviews, I asked questions about 
family history and language use.
Examples provided by participants: chooch = ass, 
moppeen = dish towel, al ciasso = to the bathroom 
stata zeet = shut up, fromaggio = cheese
Earlier generations tried to assimilate into American 
culture by limiting their use of Italian language. Today, 
Italian is no longer stigmatized, and new generations 
are expressing greater interest in Italian language.
Average % Words Recognized
1981  2016
70.8%  22.4%
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